










For More Information on Ocean Conservancy’s  
International Coastal Cleanup please contact:

Ocean Conservancy 
1300 19th Street, NW  |  8th Floor  |  Washington, DC 20036  | U SA  |  202.429.5609

www.oceanconservancy.org

Each year, Ocean Conservancy provides a 
compelling global snapshot of marine debris  
collected and recorded at sites all over  
the world on a single day during the  
International Coastal Cleanup—the world’s 
largest volunteer effort for the world’s 
ocean and waterways. This year’s report, 
Trash Travels: From Our Hands to the Sea, 
Around the Globe, and Through Time,  
reveals the data recorded by 498,818  
volunteers in 108 countries and locations 
and 45 US states and the District of Colum-
bia during Ocean Conservancy’s 24th  
annual International Coastal Cleanup.  
They picked up and tallied 7.4 million  
pounds of marine debris.

Trash traveling to and throughout the ocean 
is one of the major pollution problems  
of our time. The comprehensive body of 
data compiled by Ocean Conservancy each 
year—the Marine Debris Index—is the only 
country-by-country, state-by-state, item-by-
item accounting of trash in the ocean. The 
Marine Debris Index has informed efforts 
to reduce marine debris at the source, 
change the behaviors that cause it, and 
create better policies to reduce it. 

This year’s report explains how trash travels 
and why that matters. We’ve created the 
marine debris problem, and it’s time we 
take responsibility for it. By working  
together across all boundaries, the global 
community—individuals, governments, 
nongovernmental organizations, and  
corporations—can solve this global  
pollution problem.




